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Abstract

This study addresses a critical examination of the hadith: “Burning the one who
withholds alms (ghulul)”, due to its significant jurisprudential implications
concerning the punishment for refusing to pay zakat, and the scholarly
disagreement regarding its authenticity and the validity of acting upon it.
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The research begins by emphasizing the importance of the topic, followed by the
documentation and analysis of the hadith as cited in the primary sources of
Sunnah. It includes a concise study of the narrators’ conditions, particularly
focusing on Al-Walid ibn Muslim al-Shami—known for tadlis—and ‘Uyaynah ibn
Zuhayr ibn Muhammad al-Tamimi, through whom the isnad of the hadith is
transmitted. The study also offers a thorough analysis of the chain of narration and
the matn (text), along with a compilation of scholarly views concerning its
authenticity

The findings reveal that a number of scholars—may Allah have mercy on them—
have deemed the hadith weak for several reasons outlined in the study. Moreover,
its content contradicts well-established authentic narrations that do not support the
notion of burning those who withhold zakat. Consequently, the research concludes
that the hadith is not sound and should not be relied upon. The majority of the
scholars—may Allah have mercy on them—did not act according to its apparent
meaning, nor did they approve of the act of burning. Rather, they considered the
report to be anomalous or even rejected. And Allah knows best
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