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Abstract

This study selected the poet Ziyad al-A'jam due to the scarcity of research on
Umayyad poetry. He represents one of the obscure poets of the Umayyad era who
did not receive the recognition and attention they deserved, despite the beauty of

their poetry laden with metonymical imagery. This study demonstrates the literary
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standing of our poet al-A'jam, as his poetic talent rivals that of prominent
Umayyad poets such as al-Farazdaq. Evidence of this talent is al-Farazdaq's
avoidance of satirizing the tribe of Abd Qays out of fear of al-A'jam's poetic
retaliation—clear and explicit proof of the strength and sophistication of al-
A'jam's poetic structures generally, and particularly within the satirical discourse
context . Furthermore, this research elucidates the rhetoric of metonymical
imagery in general and the eloquence of such imagery in our poet al-A'jam's
structures specifically. The study also clarified the Arab origins of our poet Ziyad
al-A'jam, as there exists considerable disagreement and debate regarding his
ancestry—some claiming Arab origins while others assert Persian origins. The
research reveals al-A'jam's significant contribution to Umayyad literary tradition
through his sophisticated use of metonymical devices and his formidable
reputation among contemporary poets, establishing his rightful place within the
canon of classical Arabic poetry despite historical neglect of his works. Act
Keywords: Ziyad al-A'jam, metaphorical imagery, literary impact.
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