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ResearchAbstract

The study entitled “Essential (Intrinsic) Impossibility and Non-Essential
(Extrinsic) Impossibility in the Domain of Divine Attributes” addresses a subtle
rational issue within the methodology of the Muslim theologians (mutakallimiin),
namely the determination of what the Divine Power can relate to and what it
cannot. Essential impossibility refers to that which is inherently impossible due to
logical contradiction—such as combining opposites or attributing ignorance to
God. Such matters are not subject to Divine Power, for they are nothing in reality.
Non-essential impossibility, on the other hand, refers to what is possible in itself
but entails the negation of one of God’s perfections—such as God annihilating
Himself or creating a deity like Him. This, too, is impossible—mnot out of
incapacity but out of transcendence.

The researcher demonstrates that the Ash art and Maturidi theologians established
this distinction as a foundation for rational tanzih (affirming Divine
transcendence) and safeguarding creed. Upon it they built the negation of all
imperfections and the affirmation of absolute perfections, employing it as a
decisive tool in refuting philosophical and atheistic objections. Thus, it constitutes

a central analytical instrument in the science of kalam.
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