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Abstract:

Derivation is one of the topics to which Arab scholars have devoted
considerable attention since ancient times. They dedicated specialized studies
to it and authored works that dealt with it with great care. Thus, it is not a new
subject in Arabic linguistics.

In this research, entitled “Expressions Whose Derivations Are
Unknown in Arabic,” A set of lexical items mentioned in certain Arabic
lexicographical sources which explained their meanings but did not identify
their roots or derivations have been compiled . However, other lexicons did
clarify their etymological origins. The total number of such expressions
reached eleven.

The reasons behind the obscurity of their derivation vary: some authors
who recorded them were unaware of their origins, some terms are believed not
to be of Arabic origin, while others appear to be compound expressions
consisting of two combined words. The lexicons that paid particular attention
to these expressions include (Ibn Duraid’s) lexicon and the lexicons of the
fourth century A.H. that followed it.

Although these expressions are few when compared with the vast
number of entries in Arabic lexicons, they however merit attention and study,
as they are commonly used in speech and circulated among people without
knowledge of their derivation. Therefore, | set out to collect and classify them
alphabetically according to the arrangement familiar in Arabic lexicons, for
facilitating reference, and attempted, as far as possible, to identify their
etymological origins.
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